Vocational Education and Training
Estonia

Legal framework

Since the mid-1990s vocational education in Estbagmgone through extensive reforms. The
framework of the desired developments and goals determined in the Government
regulations “The Conceptual Framework of VocationBHucation” Kutsehariduse
kontseptuaalsed lahtekohad998) and “Action Plan for Development of Vocatb
Education System 2001-2004'Tdgevuskava kutseharidussisteemi arendamisekss Eesti
aastatel2001-2004, 2001). The main goal was to increaseattractiveness of vocational
education among basic school graduates as welb asygrove the quality of vocational
education, also, to better respond to the laboukeha@emands.

The main legal acts stipulating the establishmeatrganisation, and termination of a
vocational education institution, the organisatiaf studies, and the principles of
administration and budget formation of the budget \Aocational Education Institution Act
(Kutsedppeasutuse seadus1998; 2013) and Vocational Education Standard
(Kutseharidusstandard2006; 2013) The format and the conditions for issuing a vansi
school leaving certificate are stipulated by thev&oment RegulatiorKutsedppeasutuse
I6pudokumentide vormid, statuut ja valjaandmisedK@013).

Vocational education system

There are state, municipal and private vocatiodalcation institutions in Estonia. In recent
years, according to the development visions, mamgational education institutions have
merged into regional vocational education centhed enable to unite resources as well as
competence in a certain area with the aim of asguhie quality vocational education.

Instruction in vocational education institutions darried out according to the Vocational
Education Standard and the school curriculum pegpasn the basis of the national
curriculum for vocational education. The nationatriculum is based on the professional
standard worked out by the National Qualificatidnghority (Kutsekoda

Vocational secondary education may be started afteipleting basic education (9 years of
study). The nominal length of vocational secondedycation programmes based on basic
education is at least 3 years (120 study weekslydmg general secondary education courses
in the amount of at least 40 weeks. The students tdwe successfully completed the
programme receive a certificakautsekeskhariduse I6putunnist(Gertificate of Vocational
Secondary Education). Holders of vocational second&ducation qualifications
(kutsekeskharidgisvhose intention is to continue studies at a higdtkication institution can
improve their knowledge of general secondary edowcdbr additional 35 weeks. The study
is organised in cooperation with vocational edweatinstitutions and general secondary
schools.

When vocational education is obtained after basigcation, but without takingeneral
secondary education subjects, the nominal lengdtuafies can vary from 1 to 2.5 years. The
students who have successfully completed the pnugea receive a certificatBleljanda
taseme kutsedppe I6putunnis(Gertificate of Vocational Education Level 4).

When vocational education is obtained after seagnelducation, the nominal length of study
can vary from six months to 2.5 years. The graduegeeive a qualificatiokutseerihariduse

Estonian ENIC/NARIC
2017



Vocational Education and Training
Estonia

I6putunnistus (Certificate of Specialised Vocational Educationpon completion of
vocational education programme corresponding toriiah Qualifications Framework Level
5.

Persons who have not completed basic educationadeublder than compulsory education
age (over seventeen years of age), are also gimeopgaortunity to obtain vocational

education. The nominal length of such programmésom 20 study weeks to 2.5 years. The
credential issued upon completion of the programimeNeljanda taseme kutsedppe
I6putunnistus(Certificate of Vocational Education Level 4). Il these study programmes

practical training and work placement constituteeast 50% of the curricular time.

The final examination at a vocational educationitagon may be replaced by a professional
gualification examination k{tseeksajn administered by the National Qualifications
Authority. Successful candidates receive a profesdicertificate Kutsetunnistus

Vocational training can also be part of basic etdanaor general secondary education
(kutsealane eelkoolityiconducted in cooperation with a vocational edoagainstitution and
a general secondary school. The training periogtsdrom 15 to 40 study weeks.

In the previous system of vocational educationdtveere two levels of vocational education:
vocational secondary educatiorku(sekeskharidys and vocational higher education
(kutsekdrgharidus Vocational secondary education was based orc kethication (with a
length of study of at least three years) and oworsgary education (with a length of study of
at least 40 study weeks). Vocational higher edanat8 - 4 years) was based on secondary
education and was a part of the higher educatistesy According to the Universities Act
and other binding laws adopted in 2002, beginnirity @wcademic year 2002/2003 students
are admitted only to reformed professional highéucation programmes that replace the
former vocational higher education programmes.
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Vocational and Professional Secondary Qualificatios of Estonia since 1991

Access to
Title of Qualification Code | Issued from | Issued to | Access requirement Type of programme higher
education
Basic or secondary Vocational education
Kutsetunnistus (Professional Certificate A 1991 1996 education No
Basic education Professional secondaryes
Diplom [keskerihariduse omandamise kohta] A 1991 Until and general secondary
(Diploma][of Specialised Secondary Educajion admission education
1994 Secondary education Professional secondaies
education
Basic education Vocational education No
K 1996 Until
L&putunnistus Certificate[of Vocational Education admission | Secondary education Vocational educatiof No
1998
Basic education Vocational and Yes
L&putunnistus kutse- ja keskhariduse omandamise kdia KK 1995 Until secondary education
(Certificate of Vocational and Secondary Education admission
1998
Basic education Professional secondaryes
L8putunnistus keskerihariduse omandamise kohta T Since Until and general secondary
(Certificate of Specialised Secondary Education admission admission education
1995 1999 Secondary education Professional secondai¥es

education
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Access to
Title of Qualification Code | Issued from | Issued to | Access requirement Type of programme higher
education

L&putunnistus pdhihariduse baasil kutsekeskhariduse P Since Until Basic education Vocational and Yes
omandamise kohta admission admission secondary education
(Certificate of Vocational Secondary Education Basedasic 1998 2005
Education
LBputunnistus keskhariduse baasil kutsekeskhariduse K Since Until Secondary education Vocational education | Yes
omandamise kohta admission admission
(Certificate of Vocational Secondary Education Based 1998 2005
Secondary Educatign
L&putunnistus pdhihariduse ndudeta kutsedppe labinse A Since No access requirement | Vocational education | No
kohta admission
(Certificate of Vocational Education without the Regment of 2006
Basic Educatiop
L&putunnistus pdhihariduse baasil kutsedppe labimis kohta | A Since Basic education Vocational education | No
(Certificate of Vocational Education Based on BdSitucatior) admission

2006
L&putunnistus kutsekeskhariduse omandamise kohta P Since Basic education Vocational and Yes
(Certificate of Vocational Secondary Educajion admission secondary education

2006
L&putunnistus keskhariduse baasil kutsedppe labimeskohta | A Since Secondary education Vocational education | Yes
(Certificate of Vocational Education Based on Seeond admission
Education 2006
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Access to
Title of Qualification Code Issued from Issued to Access requirement Type of programme higher
education
Teise taseme kutsedppe I8putunnistus K No access requirement | Vocational education | No
(Certificate of Vocational Education Levél 2
Kolmanda taseme kutsedppe I16putunnistus K Upon completion No access requirement | Vocational education | No
(Certificate of Vocational Education Levél 3 of study programme
entered in the Estoniar
Education Information
Neljanda taseme kutsedppe I6putunnistus K System after Basic education Vocational education | No
(Certificate of Vocational Education Level 4 1 September 2013
Kutsekeskhariduse I8putunnistus KK Basic education Vocational and Yes
(Certificate of Vocational Secondary Educajion secondary education
Kutseerihariduse I18putunnistus KE Secondary education Specialised vocational| Yes

(Certificate of Specialised Vocational Educadion

education
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